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To my 41 and Honour d Nephew, 


Mr. PETER DE LME, 
| Merchant i in London. 


SIR, a 
S the Allwiſe 8 of God. bath 
Formed you and me of one Blood, ſo He 
hath Honoured us, by making ms Branches of a 
Family, which He bath not only Diſtinguiſbt by 
ſundry marks of His. Fauour, as to the good 
things of this | ife ; but alſo by the Bleſſi ngs of 
His Covenant, which are incomparably more da- 
luable. As my Love to you is great on the account 
of the nearneſs of the Relation between us; fo, J 
do aſſure you, tis beighten' d when I conſider yon, as 
the remarkable ſurviving Branch of that Family, 


which has been Famous for its, Adberence to the 


Cauſe of God, and the Purity. of His Truth. and 
Worlbip. in the Reformed Churches. May this 
mark * Honour never be loſt among uss! 
My Lowe to you is indeed great: And it Was 
not a little Comfort to me in my late Melancholy 


Trouble, to receive ſuch a return of Love from you, 


_ expreſſed / 


———DEDXCATH4 ON: -- 


1 expreſſed by your concern for your Afi. 7-4 Urcle, 
As a mark of my 1 bankfulneſs, I bere. pre fix Jour 
Name unto 4 Letter which 1 greatly value, which 
under bly Afflikions you indy meet wih in tb: 

courſe of your Life, ( and I hope you don t expect 

tio be exempted) may be of uſe to you. We none of 
us know what our Lot may be; for Man that is 
born of a woman is full of troubles. We lie open 
t Variety of Hfliction bot b „ Bolt and Mig 
And it is true Wiſdom to be provided againſt ſuch 
wARR_E ECT 
© What T here ſeri you, will, Toys, appear the 
more valuable, as c ing from my Hinoured Fa- 
ther,” and your Grandfather, whoſe Name 'ought 
ever To be precious in our Family. "Twas written 
for what I know, before I was Born But "pu 
it "lately, I was exceedingly affefied with it. 
fornd it as ſuitable and ſeaſonable, as if my Father 

Had, by ſpecial Divine Diſpenſation, been ſent 
uomn from Heaven, on purpoſe to viſit and aſſes? ; 
Hir only for diving Son ar a fore 5fflition. 1 
bleſs the Lord, it much Comforted and Revived 
me; and I cannot but hope, with the ſame divine 


Bleſſing,'ou alſo may reap much Spiritial Benefit 
from it; an be Aſiſted to carry it rightly both 5 
Proſperity and Adverſuy, of which the Life of 
Man as made up. | 
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DEDICATION. 
Is you I preſent this Epiſtle which has been ſo 


Comfortable to me, as reckoning you have 4 pecu- 


liar right"to it. I did not tranſlate it into Eng- 
liſh, as if you needed my help to underſtand it; 
but in hope that you might ſpread it among the 
Engliſh, nom you receive it in the Tongue of the 
Land we live in. 
My dear Nephew, I cannot as a Chriſtian but 
be much concerned for jou; and I hope you will 
bear with me, and charge my freedom upon the 
warmth of my Affection. Tour dear Father took 
me for a Surety of your being ſolemnly Dedicated 
to the Lord in holy Baptiſm : I think my ſelf 
therefore in duty bound, upon all Occaſtons, to re- 
member you of that ſolemn Engagement, and thoſe 
glorious Privileges that were ſealed in that Co- 
venant into which you had an early Entrance. 1 


hope you will never forget theſe Bonds you are un- 


der, nor do any thing to forfeit the Entail of Cove- 


gf. 


nant 105 | 88 e e oh 
Mie live in an evil Age; an Age that is for 


nothing more remarkable than its Looſeneſs, Cold- 
neſs, and Indifference, even with reſpect to Chri- 
ſtianity, which is the Religion we profeſs : But you 
and I have all manner of reaſon, as well as all the 
good Helps we could deſire, to be entirely Dewoted 
to God, and his Service: We who are Branches 
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DEDICATION. 
of the Family of the DELMEES could never 
be able to — it, if we are not ſtrict in our Pro- 
ſeſſion, and ze along in e. ann. fo 


God. © 
The mighty Words that Religion manly runs 
npon, are indeed often in the Moubs of many. 


Df what ſpall we hear oftner, than God, Chrift, 


and the Holy Spirit? Unity, Trinity, Trath 
Doctrine, 2 of Godlineſs, purefi anti be 
confirmed Church? & c. In the Fanctes of ma- 
ny they are multiplied, but in Reality there 3s no 
room for Multiplication. For when\poor"Crea- 
tres have ran their Diviſions ever ſo long, there 
is but One who is the only true ana Hein GP; 


the Father, the Son, en Holy Ghost ; Lid one 
true Faith; but one pure and unde 24 Relg ion; 
but one Church and e, of inns; 22 


that truly and indeed belong to 1 * upon one 
undi the 1 ame Saviour, ant follow one ans the ſame 
boly Scriptures, as the only Rule of Faith, Wor- 
ſhip, and Government. . 7 r = 
er this One God, center in Im, and 5 x? 

our Portion: If we art really i in — 
with. e Sou Son, and Holy Spirit; if we adhere 
10 H Truth, and live up — rents, 
and if our Temypers and conſtant Carriage do ma- 
10. that we truly awd indeed ere of the Charch 


and 
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DEDICATION. 
and People of Goll, "to whom w belong E - | 
bt _— ; this would veſplak us" e 5 
far, than all the Periſhing Enjoyments of 1 ts | 
World could e der mae un. | 

+0-thet Tou and I wera Mirchrits for Heaven, 
ſelling all for the Pearl of Price: Tor, What | 
would it profit us, to gain the whole World, | 
and Joſe onr Souls? Wh Nea 'we not in I 
reſt (er our Affeckions on thints' ab ve On 
would afford 175 e Sc? S Thie | 
the way to anſwer the great Fs of our U egy be | 
Preſervation, and Redemption; ant this way we | 


/[bould truly imitate our Pious Predeceſſors, Wy 


mig bi live in hope of thialtg" oi Day "with the 
ſame comfortable 7 * of the Lowe of God, as 


they did. Let us never ſtain our Birth and Deſ- | 
os by the olli of ths Preſent Age, which ) 
2 mo wofully Plunged into Vice, Errors, and 
Sonl-elatehin gUereſics : ; but let us credir i tely 
Religion, by making it our principal and only 
Buſineſs, which will render us Comfortable and 
Happy both in Life and Death. 

The holy Scriptures command us fo provere one 
another to — and Good-works ks; on which as- 
count J hope you'll bear with me. And I muſt 
add, That my being a Sponſor for you at your 
Baptiſm, before God, and a numerous Aſſ —_ 
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DEDICATION. 


7 his Church and. People, and the Truft which 
l Father a * * lie near bo 
GM 

Ian ſorry I have riot * more to Gee you. 
Bt. G od the. Searcher f all Hearts knows, tis 
9 went of. Defere, or Afeclion. Gd. bath 
enriched 50 with great. * : That they 


mey be ſanflified by y Grace; and that the 8 


850 devoted to 11 Service of the bet Jeſus, 
7 


t/a God, even your "own God, may Bleſs you, 
ath, bere and for. evermore, 0 and will be, the 
bes . Prayer, ee Ge e | | 
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A . 
LETTER 
A Godly Chiiſtian 


4 UNDER 
Several AFFLICTIONS. 


My very dear and mell-eloved Erother end Companion in the Lord, 
T HE Days of our Conflicts and Combats, as 


| thoſe of our ordinary and common Afflictions, 


have this tranſcendent goodneſs: in them, o- 


ver and above all thoſe Pains, Fatigues and 
Miſeries Spiritual and Corporal, in which they do 
involve us, That they premote and haſten: the per- 
formance of God's gracious and glorious Promiſes of 
Victory to us. 1: 22v819 of ee 


B | For 


＋ 
Rom vi. For, according to che Apoſtle, In all theſe things; 
34 353% to wit, in the greateſt of Diſtreſſes and Perils, whe. 
ther at Oppreſkion from Men, yea alſo, and in thoſe 
more immediately +2Hittted by God, we are more than 
conquerors tt rough Him that hath loved us. 
AS good Soldiers then of Jeſus Chriſt, uſing the 
2 Tim. ii. Apoſtles inference unto Timothy, we muſt endure 
5 Hardſhip, believing that it a Man run : Race, he is 


not Crownegl. unlecz lie do el fend > muſt en- 


thoſe AMiction which Pod ſends us, be they 
Bi s and SSrrows, ither in Hur Bodies,” or m 6ur 
\ Souls; and alſo thoſe which Fleſh and Blood create 


unto us, by ſtirring up of Fears, Perplexitics, Diffi- 
dencies, Doubts, nd fp and aqui ere ap 
We muſk op Patientiz e the 
A ip udcdt 6 its 
iich Noth n 4 5 vs. The 
ceavieſ and moſt efficacious means hereunto, is Prayer 
without ceaſing. - 
Prayer which in the mid'ſt of Combats exerts 
itſelf more eſpecially in the Breathings and D#ſires 
of Hut Souls after God, under thoſe htavy/Griefs 
and Sorrows, That He would be pleaſed by the Spi- 
rit of Faith and Patience, to give us Courage and 
„ Strength more and more to lu er whatever He hal 
He plenſed 16 inffict upen us. Thus ſaid the Rgy 
Proper 'combarting With his AMition,” T giv = 14 
unto Prayer Yea, and then when he felt the ſhar peſt 
Pawns in "is Body and Soul; when the Arrows of 
the Almighty ſtuck deep in hin, when he was ſorel 
bruiſed; and much infeebled, and his Soul almoſt di- 
—_ ſtradted, by whar he felt, ſaw, and heard, He betook | 
© 7. 33.2. himſelf to Prayer: Lord, ſaid he, Don Heprobe = in 
ine 


PL. 109.4. 


(39 


ine anger, vor aba mne in Thy: het diſplegſure. O V. az, 23. * 

ord, for ſale nue not e. O God, bt wat if ar from me. 

akerhaſte to help meg O. Lord, iwho art my Salvation,” 3. tor. 
The 425 he begin and end Wen with Pray? 
er. And this Prayer was inward Prayer inthis Soul, 
by devout. Breathings and tervent Sopplitations-. = 
ot (faith he All wy deſire is beſorè Thee; and. any 1. ,_ 
groauing is not hid frow Thee. At other times he was 
as one that is Dumb and Silent, partly from his Pa+ | 
tience, .partly through che. greatuels ot his We 
he could nox fi peak. | 

Thus by the deliberate and ſerious Reading, Medi 
tation, 5 practice of ſuch Sctipture: paſſages, may 
we belp our ſelves in our Conflicts, by Prayer; and 
under thoſe Evils of dickneſs, and other Calamities, 
wherewith wWe are exerdiſed, Wiheretore; hen e 
groan under the load and burden of our Sins and 
Afflictions, we ſhould labour to get the aſſurance of 
Faith, and to ſet the Graces of Patience.and Repen- 
tange on work, ſighing out our Complaints with the 
ſame Pſaliniſt, Lond; ſarae I have wajted:for Thee, Thow . a 
wilt anſier me. Above all, reſulve chat Patience ſnall 


have its perfect work, and that we will demean our 
ſelves under our Afflictions and Ditkculties, as become 
Cbriſtians; not giving any ocaſiou unto the World 
to Reproach us, and efpecially;m the Confeſſien of 
our Sins. And indeed; hilt ve are thus chat. 
ting by the Prayer of Faith, and perſevering itt it 
with Patience, we may, yea and we ought to pro- 
— our, ſelves that the Lord will hear, and anſwer, 
give good ſucceſs unta us, and in his due tame? 
— notable Victoty, in caſe it be needful and exp. 


dient for us; and we may with a becoming W 
n 


Ee eee Do—_—s 


[4] | 
ſion beg this of God rtunately, that we may 
obtain a ſpiritual and everlaſting Triumph over Sin, 
the Fleſh, the World, the Devil; over Death, the 
Grave, and Hell. For God hath pledged His Word 
of promiſe to us, That over all theſe we ſhall 
be more than Conquerors; that is, in and over all 
our molt perillous and overwhelming Evils. Where- 
fore the Faithful, imitating the holy Apoſtle, ſhould 
thus infer and be aſſured, that rerther death nor life, 
wor Angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
Rom. viii. Preſent, nor things to come, mor heighth, nor depth, nor 
36, 37,38. any other. creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate ws from 
the love of God, which He hath mani feſted to us in Jeſws 
Chriit our Lord. And therefore, tho our ſpiritual 
and — Life may be ſometimes born down by 
the exceſſive weight of Alflictions, yet our everlaſting 
_ ſhall not be obſtructed, but promoted by Death 
3 5 . 
- And 'tis a matter well worth your Obſervaticn, 
That the Apoſtle doth ſet in the farſt place Death a- 
mong thoſe things which do not hinder the neceſ- 
ſary effects of our Salvation through the Love of 
God. Wherefore, we muſt vigorouſly ſuppreſs all 
1 ſorrowful Thoughts in their firſt riſings; and thoſe 
..:- Damps, which the ſenſe of our more pteſſing Evils, 
i do caſt upon, and would ſink our Souls. And this 
[ 4 we muſt do, by acting Faith upon our Lord Jeſus 
38 | Chriſt ; and by a hearty cloſing with His Perſon, Offices, 
| { | and Benefits. This is our Victory, by which we o- 
1 vercome the World, even our Faith. And who is he 
13 that overcometh the World, but he that believeth 
1 that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God 2 Wherefore, we 
| maſt uſe this Faith to Combate and Conquer —_ 
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134 
the ſenſe of the Miſeries of this Life; but alſo; to 
ts for the loſs and want of tempo- 
ral good things, yea even of Grace itſelf, becauſe 
through Faith we ſee and find in our bleſſed Saviour 
far greater Bleſſings, even thoſe of Saving Grace and 
Eternal Glory. For the Lord is our Sun, to enligh. P24. 11. 
ten us in the darkneſs of Life and Death ; and our 
Shield, to ſafe- guard us from thoſe Evils which would 
judice our Salvation. The Lord will give Grace 
and Glory. So then, we ſhould believe and ſpeak 
with the great Apoſtle, The Lord will deliver aue from 
every evil work, and preſerve e to His Heavenly King- 
dom. Now we thus combatting the ſadning thoughts, 
of Death, and the Grievances of this Lite, we ſhould 
alſo combate the Diſcontentments of the Fleſh, whe- 
ther as to the Life or Death of our ſelves, or any o- 
thers near and dear unto us by Nature or Grace. For 
beſides that the due conſideration of the Sovereignty 


ahd Wiſdom of God will induce us to ſuppreſs theſe 


inordinate Motions, and to acquieſce in his Provi- 
dence z yet that fight which Faith giveth us even in 
Death, of a better Life to come, ſhould ſubject our 


Wills unto the Will 'of God our Heavenly Father. 


For we may count upon the whole, that not only 
the Sufferings, but even the Joys of this preſent Life, 
yea and of Grace itſelf, axe. wot worthy to be compared Nom viũ. 


with the glory that ſhall be revealed. For, It is a far : cor. is. 


more exceeding and eternal weight of glory that is in that 

other World to be enjoyed. So that whenas God 

ſhall take away from us ſuch as are dear unto us, we 

ſhould reſolve to poſſeſs our Souls in patience; and to 

fay as thoſe prinutive Believers did, hene P, was *** * 

to be taker trom them, Ihe will of the Lord be dome, 1 14. 
| 7 Bs And 


[6 ] 
And as for our ſelves, and others who are as yet re- 
maining with us, we doing what is needtul for our 
and their Preſervation, let us leave the iſſue unto 
God, thinking and ſpeaking as Joab did in another 
caſe, after be had done what was needful to be done 

_ | againſt the Enemy, and Death, Let us carry our ſelves 
- 237, Valiantly, Aud let the Lord do that which ſeems good 
Inu His owneyes. Thus did our Lord, when the Hour 
of His Paſſion drew near; and fo ſhould we alſo at 

the ſight of Death, that King of Terrors, terrifying 

our Souls, cry unto God, Father, Save me from this 
Hon] And in cafe we find no way to eſcape, but 
that we muſt Die, and as ourLord Himſelf did, moſt 
ignominioully, and forſaken of all, yea and ſeemingly 

of God alſo, let us then moſt fubmiſſively thus ex- 

6e vl. Preſs our elves after our moſt perfect Pattern, Lord 

25, ag. for this am I come unto this Hour; and according to 
our duty, Father, glorify Thy Name ! After this ma 
ner ſhould we be contented that God ſhould be glori- 
fied by our Death, or by any other Evils that may 

betide us: And in ſo doing, through Faith, glorify- 
ing God in our Deaths, He will glorify us alſo by 
our Death, through the voluntary and meritorious 

Death of Jeſus Chriſt. Let us therefore, at the ſight 

iz, i, 1, Of Death, ſay as our Lord did, Lo! here I am, O God, 

I come to do Thy will. And thus did David, not only 

as His Type, but as His Member. Thus alſo did Eli, 

when he heard that frightful Propheſy, of the De- 
ſtruction of his Family, cry out, [+ is the Lord, let 

Pl.qc.8,9. Him do what ſeems good unto him. Thus alſo did Da- 
vid, when his Life was in danger from his unnatural 
Son AbſolIm, (and tis a fair Copy for us to write af- 
ter) If 1 have found favour in His fight, He will bring 


Ne 


WR 174 
me back again, and Iſpall ſee His tabernacle; But and if i Sum. ii, 
He ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure in thee, (vix. to prolong ve. 18. 
thy Days in this World) here I am, let Him deal with, gm x; 
me as ſeems good in His eyes. For he was tully ſatisfied 25, 26. 

by Faith in God's Promiſes, That He would ſhew 
him His Salvation; and that in caſe He ſhould de- 

rive him of his earthly Kingdom; yet He would be- 

ow upon him the Kingdom of Heaven. For we, _ 
know that if this earthly tabernacle of our body be deſtroy- jt 
ed, thet we have a building, an houſe from God, eter- 
nally reſerved for us in the higbeſt Heavens. Come 
then, let us combate againſt the ſenſe of all our Evils, 
of all Afllictions, againſt the Terrors of Death, a- 
gainſt the Grievances of this preſent Life, yea and 
againſt its ſweeteſt Comforts; and then under our 
ſoreſt Infirmities, intermingled with our Combats, 
we may reſt aſſured of the Victory, through our | 
rd Jeſus Chriſt, over this body of death, yea and nem. ri. 
over Death itſelf, the Grave, and Hell. For faith n 
our Lord, Fear not, be of good courage, 1 have overcome 
the world; even then when he foretold us, that i John xvi. 
this world we ſhould have troubles. Through Him then $3 
we ſhall Conquer. Wherefore, when we ſee the 
time of our Diſſolution to be at hand, we may then 
ſay, I have fought the good fight, I have finiſhed my 
courſe, I have 1. the faith, and there remaineth for 2 rim iv, 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righ- 7. 
teons Fudge will give unto me in that day. For faith- 
ful is He that hath promiſed. Till the performance Heb. xz. 
of which, I and my Family will offer up unto God, 
for you, that Petition, which St. John did for his 
beloved Gains, May the Body proſper in all things, even 5 2 
as the Soul proſpereth ! 7 
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